
 

 

 

Transatlantic Art Exhibition, Faces of the Hero, 

to Premiere in Outdoor Public Spaces  

in New York and Athens 
 

Exhibition to feature interpretations of heroic figures 

 and facets of heroism from the past to present day 

 
Works from students at Parsons School of Design 

 and Athens School of Fine Arts will be displayed on the 

Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center (SNFCC) 

and Lincoln Center campuses this July 
 

March 17, 2020 – Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts and the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation Cultural Center (SNFCC) today announced Faces of the Hero, a 

transatlantic visual arts exhibition to be presented in both New York City and Athens 

this summer as the inaugural collaboration of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation-

Lincoln Center Agora Initiative (SNF-LC). Works by students from the Parsons 

School of Design and Athens School of Fine Arts that examine the meaning of a 

“hero” and “heroism” through time will be displayed in outdoor public spaces on 

both campuses for free beginning in July. 

 

The project is made possible by the generous support of the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation (SNF), as part of the SNF-LC Agora Initiative, a collaboration that 

reimagines and reactivates public spaces for a new era through international “Twin 

Agoras” at Lincoln Center and the SNFCC. 

 

Faces of the Hero invites student artists to submit their works interpreting heroic 

figures or facets of heroism from the past until present day. A jury comprised of art 



 

professionals and leaders from Athens and New York City will choose 20 works for 

display, 10 from each city. 

 

The free exhibition will be part of Restart Stages, an outdoor performing arts center 

being created on Lincoln Center’s campus and launching on World Health Day, April 

7. Faces of the Hero is also the title of the themed events programming of SNFCC 

on the occasion of the 200-year anniversary of the beginning of the Greek 

Revolution. Additional events, including plays, concerts, and educational programs 

celebrating the Greek historical milestone will take place on the SNFCC campus in 

Athens. 

 

Faces of the Hero is the first major collaboration of the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation-Lincoln Center Agora Initiative, a partnership that prioritizes 

meaningful artistic and community-focused activations of public spaces. With the 

partnership, Lincoln Center’s iconic 16-acre Manhattan campus will welcome the 

public to reactivated outdoor spaces, to be utilized as an “agora,” a public gathering 

place at the center of civic life. A desire to give Athens a similar space, one that truly 

belongs to the public, guided SNF in both creating the SNFCC through its largest 

grant to date and in giving it over to the people of Greece in 2017. 

 

“Particularly vital at a time when travel is limited, the SNF-LC Agora Initiative 

endeavors to build bridges across the ocean, connecting us through art and public 

space. We hope the ‘Twin Agoras’ in Athens and New York City serve as a creative 

catalyst and valuable reminder of the importance of connection across people and 

cultures, and the many forms this can take. We look forward to the students’ 

interpretations of heroism, from the past to its new implication in the present.”  – 

Andreas Dracopoulos, SNF Co-President 

 

“Finding innovative ways to offer accessible, public space to artists and community 

members is central to our work. With the first project of this new partnership, we 

are putting the arts at the center of timely civic discourse. This is the first of many 

activations we will undertake through the SNF-LC Agora Initiative with our friends 

at the SNFCC, alongside artists and community members here in New York and in 

Athens. These connections are so essential to the vitality of our city, never more so 

than as we come back from this pandemic.” – Henry Timms, President and CEO of 

Lincoln Center 

 

“This inaugural project of our partnership with Lincoln Center kicks off a promising 

collaboration, one that builds strong ties with the art community internationally, 

this time with the young creative talent at the Parsons School of Design in New York 

and the School of Fine Arts in Athens. We are thrilled that this exhibition is inspired 

by the SNFCC exploration of the Faces of the Hero, on the occasion of the 200-year 

anniversary of the Greek Revolution, as well as by the heroes that have emerged in 

https://www.snfcc.org/en


 

our current times, and we are grateful to the Stavros Niarchos Foundation for 

envisioning and enabling this collaboration through its grants to Lincoln Center and 

the SNFCC.” – Elly Andriopoulou, Managing Director SNFCC 
 

The necessity of accessible public spaces that enhance civic life and meet artistic 

needs has only been heightened by the effects of the pandemic. Throughout 2021, 

both campuses in New York City and Athens will be enlivened by a substantial 

knowledge-exchange link and varied artistic collaborations. Lincoln Center and the 

SNFCC’s shared vision will allow benefits of the collaboration to flow in both 

directions across the Atlantic, creating “Twin Agoras.” 

 

The two institutions will provide artists, thinkers, and creative professionals with 

the space to create new work that responds dynamically to current events, to foster 

the exchange of ideas, as well as to experiment and investigate the notion of 

mirroring events and sparking conversations across continents. 

 

For more information, visit LincolnCenter.org/Hero. 

Download press images here. 

 
*** 

 

About the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center (SNFCC) 

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center (SNFCC) is a public space, where 

everyone has free access and can participate in a multitude of cultural, educational, athletic, 

environmental and recreational activities and events. It includes the Greek National Opera, 

the National Library of Greece as well as the Stavros Niarchos Park, one of the largest green 

areas in Athens, covering 21 hectares. The SNFCC was created thanks to an exclusive grant 

by the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, which delivered it to the Greek State upon completion. 

SNFCC.org 

*** 

 

FOLLOW STAVROS NIARCHOS FOUNDATION (SNFCC) ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Facebook: @SNFCC 

Instagram: @SNFCC 

#SNFCC 

#FacesoftheHero 

 

About the Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) 

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) is one of the world’s leading private, international 

philanthropic organizations, making grants to nonprofit organizations in the areas of arts 

and culture, education, health and sports, and social welfare. SNF funds organizations and 

projects worldwide that aim to achieve a broad, lasting, and positive impact for society at 

large and exhibit strong leadership and sound management. The Foundation also supports 

projects that facilitate the formation of public-private partnerships as an effective means 

for serving public welfare. 

http://lincolncenter.org/HERO
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/amir0snlc360gqa/AABembwpFgYR7ftIfiiznLy9a?dl=0
https://www.snfcc.org/


 

 

Since 1996, the Foundation has committed more than $3.1 billion through over 4,900 grants 

to nonprofit organizations in more than 130 countries around the world. 

 

Learn more about SNF’s $100 million global COVID-19 relief initiative. 

 

See more about SNF’s grantmaking work around the world at SNF.org. 

 

*** 

FOLLOW STAVROS NIARCHOS FOUNDATION (SNF) ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Facebook: facebook.com/SNFoundation 

Instagram: @snforg 

Twitter: @SNForg 

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/snforg 

#SNFGlobalRelief 

 

*** 

About Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts 

Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts is the steward of the world’s leading performing arts 

center, an artistic and civic cornerstone for New York City comprised of eleven resident 

companies on a 16-acre campus. The nonprofit’s strategic priorities include: supporting the 

arts organizations that call Lincoln Center home to realize their missions and fostering 

opportunities for collaboration across campus; championing inclusion and increasing the 

accessibility and reach of Lincoln Center’s work; and reimagining and strengthening the 

performing arts for the 21st century and beyond, helping ensure their rightful place at the 

center of civic life. LincolnCenter.org. 

 

*** 

FOLLOW LINCOLN CENTER ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Facebook: facebook.com/LincolnCenterNYC 

Twitter: @LincolnCenter 

Instagram: @LincolnCenter  

#LincolnCenter 

#FacesoftheHero 

 
*** 

  

Faces of the Hero is made possible by Stavros Niarchos Foundation-Lincoln Center Agora 

Initiative. 

 

Restart Stages is made possible by Stavros Niarchos Foundation-Lincoln Center Agora 

Initiative. 

   

Major support provided by First Republic Bank. 

   

Additional support is provided by BNY Mellon, The Scully Peretsman Foundation and 

Lincoln Center's generous donors and supporters. 

https://www.snf.org/en/initiatives/covid-19-relief/
https://www.snf.org/en/
http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home


 

   

Endowment support is provided by Oak Foundation, PepsiCo Foundation, The Marie-

Josée and Henry R. Kravis Foundation, and Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 

   

Lincoln Center’s artistic excellence is made possible by the dedication and generosity of 

our board members. 

   

Operation of Lincoln Center's public plazas is supported in part with public funds 

provided by the City of New York. 

 

Public support for Lincoln Center is provided by the New York City Department of Cultural 

Affairs, Gonzalo Casals, Commissioner, and the New York State Council on the Arts with 

the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 

 

NewYork-Presbyterian is the Official Hospital of Lincoln Center. 
  

### 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Patricia Keim, Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) 

p.keim@snf.org 

212-486-7471 

 

Isabel Sinistore, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts 

isinistore@lincolncenter.org 

212-671-4195 

 

Athena Balopoulou, Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center (SNFCC) 

a.balopoulou@snfcc.org 

+ 30 216-809-1000 

mailto:p.keim@snf.org
mailto:isinistore@lincolncenter.org
mailto:a.balopoulou@snfcc.org

