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Lincoln Center Marks 30th Anniversary of 
Americans with Disabilities Act 

!  
Alice Sheppard in Kinetic Light, part of the Lincoln Center commissioned ADA in the Arts video series 

NEW YORK (July 16, 2020) — Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts is marking the anniversary of one of the most 
significant Civil Rights legislations of our time – the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) which established the right for 
people with disabilities to participate fully in civic life. Lincoln Center is offering a series of public and private events 
focused on addressing disability justice through artistry, career development, and audience engagement.  

The ADA was signed into law July 26, 1990. Lincoln Center celebrates throughout July, Disability Pride Month, building 
upon existing accessibility programs and engaging artists and industry leaders for new initiatives. New and repurposed 
content is made available in collaboration with American Ballet Theatre, Film at Lincoln Center, the New York Public 
Library for the Performing Arts, Queens Theatre, Netflix, Heidi Latsky Dance, Jerron Herman, and Kinetic Light.  

The ADA in the Arts series on #LincolnCenterAtHome connects disabled audiences of all ages with the arts and 
advocacy, highlights the work of disabled artists to a public audience, and helps push our institution toward a more 
inclusive and just future. Series highlights include Lincoln Center commissions Kinetic Light, with dancers Alice 
Sheppard, Laurel Lawson, and Jerron Herman, Heidi Latsky Dance’s SOLO FLIGHT ADA30, and a virtual reading of 
the play Death Bites, in partnership with the Queens Theatre. 

A full schedule of programs can be found at LincolnCenter.org/ADAintheArts. 
Download press images and assets HERE.  

http://lincolncenter.org/ADAintheArts
http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home/series/ada-in-the-arts
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/50acxk0mu4qy8d8/AAB8DcGgkdpuyCFpYbvSNhBra?dl=0


ADA in the Arts Video Series  
Lincoln Center is commissioning deaf and disabled artists across disciplines for a series of new video works released 
across our social platforms and website. 

• Kinetic Light: Beyond the Stage 
Available now through Monday, July 27 
Click here to learn more 
Peek into the world of disabled dancer and choreographer Alice Sheppard and get unique insight into the 
development of the dance work Where Good Souls Fear. Featuring gritty VR footage from New York City streets 
and subways and performance excerpts, this 11-minute documentary short by filmmaker Dahkil Hausif follows 
Alice as she cuts a pathway from street to stage and back, exploring her approach to choreography and 
disability arts along the way.  
 
The documentary is followed by the new, commissioned Kinetic Light video creation, exploring togetherness and 
featuring dancers Alice Sheppard, Laurel Lawson, and Jerron Herman, with lighting by Michael Maag. 

• Heidi Latsky Dance: SOLO FLIGHT ADA30  
Premiering Monday, July 20 at 2:00 p.m. ET and available on demand 
Click here to learn more  
Centering the work of disabled artists, the Lincoln Center commissioned video SOLO FLIGHT ADA30 is a 
pastiche—a compilation of discovered moments viewed through the lens of 15 people intertwined and 
connected in their isolation. 

• Death Bites 
Presented in collaboration with Queens Theatre 
Premiering Monday, July 20 at 2:00 p.m. ET and available on demand 
Check back for more information here  
This virtual reading of Death Bites, commissioned by Lincoln Center, is written and performed by a team of 
disabled artists. The play was originally staged in 2018 as part of Theatre For All Short Plays; Queens Theatre's 
New American Voices Play Development Reading Series, featuring actors from QT's Theatre For All Training 
Program. The work explores disabled identity through a fantastical premise. 

Death Bites 
By Makena Metz 
Directed for the stage by Gwynn MacDonald 
With Ali Hardy, Johnny Link 
Stage Directions by Kerry McMenamin 
Alternative Communications Services, ASL Interpreters  
Audio Describer – Rob Urbinati 

Virtual Access Programs 
Bringing together artists with disabilities for customized virtual programs, workshops, performances, and tours, 
Lincoln Center joins with partners across its campus and beyond. Always free, registration required.  

• Passport to the Arts: Virtual Adapted Dance Workshop with American Ballet Theatre 
Saturday, July 18, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. ET 
FREE, registration required (Ages 5 – 15) 
Click here to learn more and register 
Lincoln Center’s Passport to the Arts program offers children, teens and adults with disabilities and their families 

http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home/show/alice-sheppard-and-kinetic-light-making-where-good-souls-fear-543
http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home/show/heidi-latsky-dance-solo-flight-359
http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home/series/ada-in-the-arts
http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home/show/passport-to-the-arts-virtual-adapted-dance-workshop-with-american-ballet-theatre-488


access to the performing arts at no cost. The program proudly partners with American Ballet Theatre for a virtual 
dance workshop complementing their week-long series honoring Disability Pride Month with personal stories, 
lessons, and activities on the ABTKids Daily website. ABT dance and design artists lead an interactive dance 
workshop which explores the characters and choreography from ABT’s signature classic ballet Swan Lake. 

• Lincoln Center Moments 
Monday, July 20, 1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. ET 
FREE, registration required 
Click here to learn more and register 
A virtual version of the celebrated program for individuals with dementia and their caregivers, Lincoln Center 
Moments explores emotions through music, featuring three pre-recorded performances from Lincoln Center’s 
rich archives, followed by a live, virtual workshop during which participants will engage in discussion, movement, 
and art-making activities. This program takes place online via the Zoom platform. 

• Virtual Verbal Description Program: A Celebration of Tap Dance  
Presented in partnership with the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts  
Monday, July 27, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. ET 
FREE, registration required 
Click here to learn more and register 
Join this virtual tour for a behind-the-scenes exploration of tap dance materials from the archives of the Jerome 
Robbins Dance Division, designed for individuals who are blind or have low vision. The tour is facilitated by 
Kathleen Leary, Dance Education Coordinator at the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts and Lincoln 
Center staff. 

• Crip Camp: A Disability Revolution – Panel Discussion 
Co-presented with Film at Lincoln Center 
Tuesday, July 28 at 5 p.m. ET 
FREE and open to the public 
Captioning and ASL interpretation available for discussion 
Check back for more information here 
Thirty years after the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act, filmmakers Nicole Newnham and Jim 
LeBrecht reflect upon the disability rights movement through the lens of their critically acclaimed film, Crip 
Camp: A Disability Revolution. This remarkable documentary tells the story of how Camp Jened cultivated a 
community for teens with disabilities who would go on to team together to fight for Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Timed to this historic anniversary, 
the filmmakers join us for a moderated discussion with disabled advocates as they pass the torch to the next 
generation of disability leaders. 
Interested in watching the film prior to discussion? Stream it now on Netflix. 

Career Awareness Events 
Held in collaboration with Lincoln Center staff and job support agency partners NYC: AT WORK and the New York City 
Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities, these small group-session, pre-employment events for adults with disabilities 
introduce candidates to Lincoln Center and opportunities within the arts sector through job awareness presentations and 
informational interviews with staff. Events are currently closed to select job support agency partners.   

For information on how to plan a career awareness partnership, please contact access@lincolncenter.org 

Citywide ADA Celebration Events 

https://www.abt.org/abtkids-daily-2020-07-13/
http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home/show/lincoln-center-moments-virtual-program-212
http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home/show/virtual-verbal-description-program-a-celebration-of-tap-dance-818
http://filmlinc.org/
http://lincolncenter.org/lincoln-center-at-home/series/ada-in-the-arts
https://www.netflix.com/title/81001496


Lincoln Center is set to participate in a selection of citywide events celebrating the ADA’s historic anniversary.   

• ADA 30: The Accessible Tourism Landscape in New York City 
Tuesday, July 21, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. ET 
FREE, Registration required 
ASL, captioning and audio description available 
Click here to learn more and register 
Lincoln Center’s Assistant Director of Accessibility Miranda Hoffner participates in NYC’s ADA 30 Accessible 
Tourism Landscape in New York City panel. This 90-minute Zoom event brings together leaders in the 
intersecting worlds of disability and tourism to explore how accessible tourism has evolved, where it is today, 
and where it is headed. The event includes a Q&A by the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities and Housing 
Preservation and Development. 

• Disability Unite Festival 
Sunday, July 26, 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. ET 
FREE, Registration required  
Click here to learn more and register 
The Disability Unite Festival, which Lincoln Center’s Miranda Hoffner serves as a Planning Committee Working 
Group Member, commemorates the 30th anniversary of the ADA with this free virtual event featuring music and 
dance performances, arts, film, a live gaming session, and more. Hoffner is set to co-host the performing arts 
segment of the 4-hour festival. The Disability Unite Festival takes place entirely on DisabilityUnite.org with a 
customized live stream experience to ensure the highest standards of digital accessibility. 

*** 
Accessibility at Lincoln Center is made possible in part by endowment support provided by AIG. Additional endowment support for 

Accessibility at Lincoln Center provided by Frederick P. Daniel and Elihu Rose – In Memory of Belle B. Rose. 

Major support for Lincoln Center accessibility programming is provided by The Taft Foundation, The FAR Fund, Kenneth Goldman Donor 
Fund and The Megara Foundation. Accessibility programming is made possible by public funds facilitated by the following: The Honorable 
Gale A. Brewer, Manhattan Borough President, The Honorable Helen Rosenthal, New York City Council, The Honorable Corey Johnson, 

Speaker, New York City Council, The Honorable Diana Ayala, New York City Council, Chair of the Committee on Mental Health, 
Disabilities and Addiction, and New York City Council’s Autism Awareness Initiative. 

Generous support for Passport to the Arts is also facilitated by The Honorable Peter Koo, New York City Council. Major support for 
Passport to the Arts is provided by The Taft Foundation, The FAR Fund, and The Megara Foundation. Generous support for Passport to 
the Arts is also facilitated New York City Council’s Autism Awareness Initiative and by the Honorable Peter Koo, New York City Council. 

Support for Lincoln Center Moments is provided, in part, by a grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Additional support is provided 
in memory of Alfred R. Horan. This program is made possible by public funds facilitated by the following: The Honorable Corey Johnson, 
Speaker, New York City Council, The Honorable Susan Chin, New York City Council, Chair of the Committee on Aging, and New York City 

Council’s Geriatric Mental Health Initiative. 

Lincoln Center at Home is made possible by Founding Partner The Audrey and Martin Gruss Discovery Fund. Additional support is 
provided by PGIM, the Global Investment Management Business of Prudential Financial, Inc., Rita E. and Gustave M. Hauser, Comcast 

NBCUniversal, Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, U.S. Bank, and Lincoln Center’s generous donors and supporters. 

Lincoln Center’s artistic excellence is made possible by the dedication and generosity of our board members. 

Public support for Lincoln Center is provided by the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Gonzalo Casals, Commissioner, and the 
New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 

NewYork-Presbyterian is the Official Hospital of Lincoln Center 

*** 

https://nyccompanytalkstheaccessibleto.splashthat.com/
https://disabilityunite.org/
https://disabilityunite.org/


Follow Lincoln Center on Social Media:    
Facebook: facebook.com/LincolnCenterNYC   

Twitter: @LincolnCenter  
Instagram: @LincolnCenter 

  #LincolnCenter 
###   
   

Press contacts: 
Isabel Sinistore / isinsitore@lincolncenter.org / 212.671.4195 
Desiree Naranjo / dnaranjo@lincolncenter.org / 212.875.5078 
Jenni Klauder / jklauder@lincolncenter.org / 212.875.5490  

https://www.facebook.com/LincolnCenterNYC
https://twitter.com/LincolnCenter
https://www.instagram.com/lincolncenter/
mailto:isinsitore@lincolncenter.org
mailto:dnaranjo@lincolncenter.org
mailto:jklauder@lincolncenter.org

