
 
 

 
First Ever Cross-Campus Exploration of  

a Single Artist Launches at Lincoln Center  
 
 

See Me As I Am: Lincoln Center’s Year-Long  
Celebration of Terence Blanchard 

 
NEW YORK, NY – (January 19, 2023) – See Me As I Am: Lincoln Center’s Year-Long 
Celebration of Terence Blanchard launches in March 2023, the first cross-campus 
exploration of a single artist. Following a long and deep relationship with Jazz at 
Lincoln Center, and building off of 2021’s historic staging of Blanchard’s Fire Shut Up 
in My Bones at The Metropolitan Opera and its forthcoming production of Champion, 
his work will be featured across Lincoln Center in a diverse and expanded range of art 
forms. A collaboration of seven arts organizations across campus: Film at Lincoln 
Center, Jazz at Lincoln Center, The Juilliard School, Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts, The Metropolitan Opera, New York Philharmonic, and The New York 
Public Library for the Performing Arts, the year will feature jazz, opera, chamber 
music, orchestral music, film scores, dance, and more. 
 
“One of the original promises of Lincoln Center was to bring together a consortium of 
arts organizations working in concert to explore what can be achieved artistically 
together. There are many great joys and possibilities within this promise and we intend 
to delve deeply into them all—reaffirming this founding vision and finding 
intersections through rich collaborations such as these,” said Shanta Thake, 
Ehrenkranz Chief Artistic Officer of Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts.  “Terence 
is the true embodiment of a multi-disciplinary artist and creator, and we are thrilled to 
be coming together as a campus to center this incredible artist in such a unique way. 
This banner year shines a light on his impressive canon, looking back on several career 
highlights in multiple genres, championing some of his lesser-known works, and 
celebrating his deep focus on artistic works of conscience.”  
 
An esteemed trumpeter, performer, composer, and music educator, Blanchard has 
been a pioneering artistic force throughout his career. As a prolific film composer, he 
has scored dozens of feature films, including several major collaborations with 
director Spike Lee. Most recently at Lincoln Center, The Metropolitan Opera premiered 
his opera Fire Shut Up in My Bones, which opened their 2021-22 season, marking the 
first opera by a Black composer to premiere at the Met. 
 
Showcasing more than half of Lincoln Center’s resident organizations, this first-of-its-
kind exploration celebrates the six-time GRAMMY® Award winner and double Oscar® 
nominee through music, film, and movement. 



 
“I’m overjoyed at the idea of bringing all of my musical experiences together to make 
one statement about the importance of human connection,” said Terence Blanchard. 
“Every part of this residency reflects how much I love music on a broader level— I can’t 
help but feel blessed with how I’ve been to be able to spread my wings.”  

 
Held over twelve months beginning in March 2023, the year of activity includes the 
following events. Additional events and details will be announced in the coming 
months: 
 

• Film screening at Film at Lincoln Center on March 20 of the documentary Louis 
Armstrong’s Black & Blues directed by Sacha Jenkins with film score composed 
by Blanchard.  A Q+A with Blanchard will follow the screening. 
 
“We are proud to take part in this Lincoln Center celebration of the work of 
composer and musician Terence Blanchard,” said Dan Sullivan, Programmer, 
Film at Lincoln Center.  “With over 40 film scores to his credit, Terence is well 
known to film audiences for his work with directors Spike Lee, Kasi Lemmons 
and others; we look forward to hearing him talk about writing the music for 
Sacha Jenkins’ recent documentary about legendary jazz trumpeter Louis 
Armstrong.” 
 
 

• The New York premiere of his critically-acclaimed first opera Champion, based 
on the story of boxer Emile Griffith, presented by The Metropolitan Opera, April 
10-May 13. 
 
“We are happy to be a catalyst of Lincoln Center’s campus wide celebration of 
one of our most important composers,” said Metropolitan Opera General 
Manager Peter Gelb. 
 
 

• A panel on Champion presented by The New York Public Library for the 
Performing Arts on April 13.  
 
“As an institution concerned with preserving the archive of the breadth of the 
performing arts history, The New York Public Library for the Performing Arts is 
honored to participate in Lincoln Center's multidisciplinary, campus-wide 
celebration of Terence Blanchard and his work,” said Linda Murray, interim 
Barbara G. and Lawrence A. Fleischman Executive Director at The New York 
Public Library for the Performing Arts. 

 
 

• The New York premiere of Island Prayers, with the Turtle Island Quartet, an 
ambitious, multi-composer commission featuring works by Blanchard and 



Rhiannon Giddens and others, co-commissioned by Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts, Meany Performing Arts Center, and The Music Hall. 
 
“As we thought through this year-long celebration and Terence's impressive 
body of work, we knew we also wanted to collaborate with him on expanding his 
repertoire," said Shanta Thake, Ehrenkranz Chief Artistic Officer of LCPA. "This 
beautiful night will celebrate the range of influences within the rich cultural 
spectrum of our continent—weaving together jazz, American roots, and new 
music with indigenous and folkloric styles. We are thrilled to be a co-
commissioner on these exciting new pieces with this ensemble who 
consistently shifts expectations for what a string quartet can do,  and celebrate 
music that defies genres.” 
 
 

• Juilliard will prominently feature work by Terence Blanchard in cross-
disciplinary performances and workshops and will create opportunities for the 
school’s students and faculty to collaborate with Blanchard during the year-
long celebration. 
 
“Juilliard looks forward to joining our Lincoln Center colleagues in celebrating 
Terence Blanchard and enjoying many creative performance and academic 
interactions during his residency,” said Juilliard President Damian Woetzel. 
“Whether within the many areas of our music division, through collaborations 
with our dance and our drama divisions—including its growing film initiative, or 
discourse through public forums, the opportunity for our students and faculty 
to work with Blanchard is tremendously exciting.” 
 
 

• At Jazz at Lincoln Center, Blanchard performs his jazz works in a two-night 
career retrospective in March 2024. 
 
“From the Lionel Hampton Orchestra to the Met Opera, Terence Blanchard has 
added an important, unique and creative voice to the many genres in which he 
has worked. And, he has moved millions through his prolific writing for film and 
television,” said Greg Scholl, Executive Director, Jazz at Lincoln Center. “His 
work being performed like this across so many different venues speaks to its 
quality and diversity. Jazz at Lincoln Center is honored to feature Terence in our 
upcoming season.” 

 
 

• An on-campus retrospective exhibition of Blanchard and his career. 
 
 



• A microsite devoted to Blanchard’s multifaceted canon, featuring a career 
retrospective, digital interviews, and a portal to select livestreams of 
performances throughout the year.  
 

 
 
Download images here. 
 
More information at LincolnCenter.org/Blanchard 
 

*** 
 

About Terence Blanchard 
Over a forty-year career, Blanchard has established himself as a creative innovator, a 
technical virtuoso, and a mouthpiece for underrepresented human stories, past and 
present. A 2018 USA Fellow, multiple Grammy Award-winner and Oscar nominated 
film composer, Blanchard first captured national attention as a world-class jazz 
trumpeter, playing with Lionel Hampton and Art Blakey. Alongside nearly two dozen 
albums as a bandleader, Blanchard maintains a long and fruitful association with the 
director Spike Lee, penning the scores for more than 20 of Lee's projects, while also 
juggling substantial demand for his work from Hollywood and Broadway. Blanchard's 
Fire Shut Up in My Bones opened the 2021-22 Metropolitan Opera season, making him 
the inaugural African-American composer to premiere there. A tireless force who 
has expanded tradition across disciplines, Blanchard's commitment to consistently 
evolve has made him one of the nation's most critically acclaimed and 
influential voices.  
 
About Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts 
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts is the steward of the world’s leading performing arts 
center, an artistic and civic cornerstone for New York City comprised of eleven resident 
companies on a 16-acre campus. The nonprofit’s strategic priorities include: supporting 
the arts organizations that call Lincoln Center home to realize their missions and fostering 
opportunities for collaboration across campus; championing inclusion and increasing the 
accessibility and reach of Lincoln Center’s work; and reimagining and strengthening the 
performing arts for the 21st century and beyond, helping ensure their rightful place at the 
center of civic life. 
 

*** 
 

Major support is provided by the Mellon Foundation and the Shubert Foundation 

Major support provided by Jody and John Arnhold, Arnhold Dance Innovation Fund 

Additional support is provided by the DuBose and Dorothy Heyward Memorial Fund 

Lincoln Center’s artistic excellence is made possible by the dedication and generosity 
of our board members 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/7xie8x1vp19w1ws0z2ldl/h?dl=0&rlkey=ablxn3og3vden1rmb7tupjh5o
http://lincolncenter.org/Blanchard


Operation of Lincoln Center’s public plazas is supported in part with public funds 
provided by the City of New York 

Programs are made possible, in part, with public funds provided by the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs, Empire State Development, and the New York State 

Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor, Mayor of the City of 
New York, the New York State Legislature and the New York City Council 

NewYork-Presbyterian is the Official Hospital of Lincoln Center 

United Airlines is the Official Airline of Lincoln Center 

Steinway is Lincoln Center’s Preferred Piano Partner 
 

*** 
FOLLOW LINCOLN CENTER ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Instagram: @LincolnCenter 
Facebook: facebook.com/LincolnCenterNYC 

Twitter: @LincolnCenter 
 TikTok: @LincolnCenter 

#LincolnCenter 
 

### 
For more information, please contact: 
Isabel Sinistore 
Isinistore@lincolncenter.org 
212-671-4195 
 
Jenni Klauder 
jklauder@lincolncenter.org 
212-875-5490 
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